‘ DESIGN Staff Report

REVIEW BOARD Downtown Design Review
File Number: 1-A-26-DT

Meeting: 1/21/2026
Applicant: Thomas Rockafellow Kana Hotel Group
Owner: Alpesh Patel Kana Hotel Group

Project: Conley Building

Property Information

Location: 507 S. Gay St. Parcel ID: 94 L E 1901
Zoning: DK-H (Downtown Knoxville, Historic Subdistrict)
Description:

The subject property is the Embassy Suites hotel.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of Certificate 1-B-26-DT as submitted.

Description of Work
Level | - Board Review

Minor Alteration of an Existing Building/Structure

This proposal is to modify an existing window opening, west of the Union Avenue hotel entrance, to install a door
for external access to a new commercial space in the Embassy Suites lobby. The storefront windows are two stories
tall, and are broken into three sections vertically. Only the lower window bay will be modified by removing the
middle window pane and cutting the marble panel below to install a full lite door as shown in detail #2 on sheet
Al.1. A portion of the marble panel will remain on either side of the door.

Comments

The creation of an additional entrance is consistent with the design guidelines which recommend active uses on the
ground floor, consistent rhythm of openings, windows, doorways, and entries, and having clear windows at the

pedestrian level.

Applicable Design Guidelines
Downtown Design Guidelines

B. Private Realm

5. Ground Floor Doors and Windows

Entrances and ground floor windows should foster pedestrian comfort, safety and orientation. Not every building in
downtown needs to have the same window or entry designs; however, repeating the pattern of historic openings
helps to reinforce the character of downtown, differentiating it from suburban areas.

5a. Use consistent rhythm of openings, windows, doorways, and entries.
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5b. Orient primary front entrances to the main street; secondary entrances should be clearly defined and oriented
to streets or alleys, as appropriate.

5c. Design entrances according to the proportions of the building’s height and width.

5d. Consider corner entrances at the ends of blocks.

5e. All windows at the pedestrian level should be clear

5f. Recess ground floor window frames and doors from the exterior building face to provide depth to the facade.

Page 2 of 2 Planner in Charge: Mike Reynolds 1-A-26-DT 1/14/2026 2:27:03 PM



DESIGN

1-A-26-DT

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

507 S. Gay St.

Level 1: Minor alteration of an existing building/
structure

Original Print Date: 1/5/2026 Revised:
Knoxville/Knox County Planning - Design Review Board

Petitioner: Thomas Rockafellow Kana

Hotel Group
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

THE DRAWINGS ARE THE
PROPERTY OF RIVER STREET
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ADDED DISPLAY BAKERY
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

p. 423 634 0806 www.riverstreetarchitecture.com
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PROJECT INFORMATION:

NAME OF PROJECT: ADDED DISPLAY BAKERY - EMBASSY SUITES, DOWNTOWN KNOXVILLE
ADDRESS: 507 S GAY STREET
PROPOSED USE: ADDED DISPLAY BAKERY IS MERCANTILE (M)
OWNER: KANA HOTEL GROUP
CONTACT PERSONS: ALPESH PATEL
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: THE PROJECT INVOLVES TAKING 243 SQ. FT. OF THE EXISTING LOBBY SPACE L ﬁ
AND TURNING IT INTO A "DISPLAY BAKERY" WHERE BAKED GOODS CAN BE —_ E 75
PURCHASED. NO COOKING/BAKING WILL OCCUR IN THE "DISPLAY BAKERY", BUT o > 2
WILL BE COOKED IN THE EXISTING HOTEL KITCHEN AND TRANSPORTED TO THE D X v 2z
SPACE. THE MAIN ENTRY WILL BE FROM THE SIDEWALK ON THE UNION O O £ F
AVENUE SIDE OF THE BUILDING. THE DISPLAY BAKERY IS CONSIDERED A X § m Y
NON-SEPARATED OCCUPANCY, AND WILL BE OPEN TO THE EXISTING CEILING ABOVE. O > 2
THERE WILL NOT BE AN ADDED HVAC LOAD, AND THE PROPOSED SPACE WILL NOT 1 ‘qu) < X
HAVE AN ADDED HVAC SYSTEM. w L -3
= = O <
O O 0 =
PROJECT ITEAM: L O A m
< > 0O ~
DISCIPLINE: COMPANY NAME: LICENSED ARCH.ENG. LICENSE# TELEPHONE # <ZE % LéJ %
<C
ARCHITECTURE RIVER STREET ARCHITECTURE, LLC.  MICHAEL MCGOWAN 103171 (423) 634-0806 X 5 <DE O
ELECTRICAL AEED, INC. AARON WILBURN 114854 (423) 752-3438 = ~
PLUMBING AEED. INC. JASON FOLEY 114142 (423) 752-3438 LLi 3
CODE ENFORCEMENT JURISDICTION: CITY OF KNOXVILLE DRAWING INDEX:
GOVERNING CODES: 2024 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE
2024 INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE
2024 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS
2018 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE 1.S1.1-LIFE SAFETY PLAN

REVISION SCHEDULE

2024 INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE

A1.1 - PLANS, ELEVATION & INT. ELEVATIONS =

2024 INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE

2023 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS A1 . 2 - I NTE RI O R E LEVATI ON S

2017 ICC ANSI A117.1 ACCESSIBILITY CODE

2024 INTERNATIONAL GREEN CONSTRUCTION CODE EO ] 1 - ELECTRI CAL COVER SH EET
BUILDING DATA E1.1 - ELECTRICAL PLANS

EXISTING FIRE RESISTANCE RATINGS OF BUILDING:

PRIMARY OCCUPANCY TYPE:  R-1 P0.1 - PLUMBING COVER SHEET

SUB CLASSIFICATIONS: A-2,R2,S,M STRUCTURAL FRAME: 2 HR.

MIXED USE SEPARATION: M (NOT SEPARATED PER SECTION 508.3) STRUCTURAL COLUMNS: 3 HR.

CONSTRUCTION TYPE: TYPE I-A EXTERIOR BEARING WALLS: 2 HR. P1.1 - PLUMBING PLANS
SPRINKLERED: YES - NFPA 13 INTERIOR BEARING WALLS: 2 HR. CroiecT o 202
BUILDING HEIGHT: 212'-0" (PROPOSED SPACE IS 10™-0") NON-BEARING WALLS: 0 HR.
NUMBER OF STORIES: BUILDING IS 15 (PROPOSED SPACE IS 1) ROOF CONSTRUCTION: 1 HR. " TITLE SHEET
HIGH RISE: YES

TOTAL BUILDING SQ. FT.: 186,161 SQ. FT.

1ST FLOOR SQ. FT.: 13,616 SQ. FT.

DISPLAY BAKERY SQ. FT.: 243 SQ. FT.

T1.0
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\ GROUP: MERCANTILE
\ 243 SQ. FT./ 60 GROSS =

N 4 OCCUPANTS

AREA OF FOCUS FOR PLANS REVIEWER

o ——————

EXISTING SPACE IS ASSEMBLY @ 15 NET SQ. FT. PER
PERSON: 243 SQ. FT./ 15 NET = 16 EXISTING OCCUPANTS

PROPOSED DISPLAY BAKERY IS CONSIDERED A
NON-SEPARATED MIXED OCCUPANCY PER SECTION 508.3
IN THE 2018 IBC.

PROPOSED DISPLAY BAKERY ONLY DISPLAYS BAKED
GOODS. NO BAKED GOODS ARE BAKED IN THE STORE.

1 LIFE SAFETY PLAN
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REVISION SCHEDULE

123 E 7th st, suite 400 chattanooga, tennessee 37402
p. 423 634 0806 www.riverstreetarchitecture.com
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