
Meeting: 5/21/2025

Applicant:

YWCA window replacement.

Downtown Design Guidelines

Proposed replacement of all exterior windows. The windows to be replaced include ten different profiles: 12/12 wood 

double-hung; 12/16 wood double-hung; 12/24 wood double-hung; 12/12/12 wood double-hung; 8/8 steel with two 2/2 

awnings; 6/6 steel with two 2/2 awnings; 20-light steel with two 2/2 awnings; 12-light steel with one 2/2 awning; 9-light 

steel with one 2/2/2 awning; and steel multi-pane transom windows. The proposed replacement windows are from the 

Sierra Pacific Monument series, and will be double-hung, aluminum-clad wood with a black exterior, replicating the 

existing size and multi-pane patterns with simulated divided lights. The jambs will be 4-9/16” deep, which is slightly 

deeper than the historic windows. The original brick window openings will not be modified.

Level II

B. Private Realm

3. Building Materials

3a. Use complimentary materials and elements, especially next to historic buildings. 

3b. Rehabilitate historic structures in accordance with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards.

Comments

The YWCA is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, though not formally listed. The installation of 

two new windows on the east elevation and the replacement of four doors were administratively approved in 2024 (4-A-

25-DT). The original windows are significantly deteriorated, particularly the wood windows, so removal is appropriate. 

The design guidelines only feature specific guidance for window replacement on buildings with formal historic 

designation, though the building is eligible for the NRHP, so the Historic Resources section may serve as a general guide. 

Within “building materials,” guidelines do encourage applicants to “rehabilitate historic structures in accordance with 

Property Information

Staff Report

File Number: 5-C-25-DT

Location: 420 Clinch Ave. 94 L G 010Parcel ID:

Description of Work

Applicable Design Guidelines

Major Alteration of an Existing Building/Structure

Downtown Design Review

Project: YWCA

Description:

Justin Hare   MHM Architects

Zoning: DK-G (Downtown Knoxville, Grid)

Owner: YWCA Knoxville
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Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of Certificate 5-C-25-DT, subject to the following conditions: 1) elevation drawings or 

window schedule to accurately depict the multi-pane window arrangements to be replicated; 2) the existing brick 

window openings, sills, trim, lintels, and keystones to be retained and repaired as necessary.

the Secretary of Interior’s Standards," which state "where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a 

distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials.”

The proposed double-hung aluminum-clad wood windows with a black exterior finish and simulated divided lights are a 

compatible replacement, although they do not fully replicate the color, material, and operation type of all of the 

windows. The application intends to replicate the existing multi-pane patterns, though the elevation drawings do not 

accurately reflect all of the existing window profiles, in particular showing 12/12 profiles as opposed to the existing 

12/16 profiles on the main level of the primary elevations. If the intent is to replicate the exact profiles, the elevation 

drawings or a separate window schedule should indicate the individual window arrangements to be used. It may not be 

feasible to replicate the exact patterns of the steel awning windows on the secondary elevations, but all efforts should 

be taken to replicate the patterns on the primary (Clinch Ave and Walnut St) elevations. 

The proposed windows will be the same size as the originals, but they will feature a deeper jamb. The existing brick 

window openings, sills, trim, lintels, and keystones should be retained and repaired as necessary.
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Design Review Board Application 
 
 
PROJECT: IBC-ALT-23-0639 YWCA Renovation 

 
To the Members of the Downtown Design Review Board, 

I’m submitting for your consideration a proposal for the replacement of all exterior windows for the YWCA building located 

at 420 West Clinch Ave, Knoxville, TN 37902. 

 

Our intent is to exclusively use the Sierra Pacific Monument series windows for the comprehensive window replacement 
required at the YWCA building. The existing wood windows are original to the building and have suffered significant 

deterioration, including damage and rot, which has compromised both their performance and appearance. Additionally, 

the original multi-pane steel-framed awning windows require replacement. The proposed Sierra Pacific Monument 

windows, featuring a durable aluminum-clad wood construction, offer an ideal solution. This system provides the low-

maintenance longevity of exterior aluminum cladding while retaining the warmth and traditional appeal of wood on the 
interior. Furthermore, these windows represent a substantial upgrade in energy efficiency compared to the existing units, 

aligning the building with contemporary performance standards. While the new windows will incorporate slightly thicker 

profiles for the head, jamb, sill, and mullions—a characteristic inherent to modern, high-performance window construction, 

we are committed to preserving the building's essential character. The existing multi-pane patterns, a key visual element of 

the facade, will be carefully replicated in the new units. 

 
This proposal also addresses the existing windows at the basement/street level. Currently, these openings feature a mix of 

glass blocks (likely installed previously in an attempt to provide security while admitting light) and original steel windows 

protected by dense wire mesh. It is the owner's intent that all existing glass block and steel windows with mesh at this 

level will be replaced with the same Sierra Pacific Monument window model used elsewhere on the building. The glazing 

patterns of the original openings will be maintained in these new units. To ensure appropriate security at street level, 
these specific replacement windows will receive new, aesthetically patterned metal security grilles. 

 

We are confident that the high quality, refined finish and improved sightlines offered by the Sierra Pacific Monument 

windows will not only outperform the failing existing windows but will also significantly enhance the overall aesthetic 

integrity and street presence of the YWCA building. Conceptual renderings illustrating the proposed window replacement, 
along with photographs documenting the existing conditions, are included for your review. We believe this proposal 

represents a sensitive and high-quality solution appropriate for this important downtown building and request your 

approval. 

 

Thank you,  

 
Justin Hare 
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Existing East elevation windows South elevation window example 
 
 
  

Conceptual render of proposed metal clad wood replacement windows matching existing window patterns and all frames to be black
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REHABILITATION STANDARDS
Existing masonry to be selectively repointed where demo is to occur. 1.

Paint all window interiors. Alert architect of windows unable to be repainted.2.

Existing stone/cast-stone masonry is to be cleaned with the gentlest means possible and repaired as 
necessary. No powertools or pressure washing permitted. 

4.

Existing wood trim to be patched and repaired as needed prior to painting. For trim that is rotted beyond 
repair, replace as necessary. 

5.

Existing terrazzo floors and marble floors/treads to be protected during construction. Damaged areas are 

to be patched/repaired in kind to match existing.

6.

Existing decorative plasterwork to be protected during construction. Damaged areas are to be repaired in 
kind to match existing.

7.

Replacement lites, sashes and window units are to match existing. New windows should match style and 
profile of existing units.

3.

No ductwork, piping or conduit shall be routed in front of any new or existing window.8.
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Existing terrazzo floors and marble floors/treads to be protected during construction. Damaged areas are 

to be patched/repaired in kind to match existing.
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Existing decorative plasterwork to be protected during construction. Damaged areas are to be repaired in 
kind to match existing.

7.

Replacement lites, sashes and window units are to match existing. New windows should match style and 
profile of existing units.
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No ductwork, piping or conduit shall be routed in front of any new or existing window.8.
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�54(W) H5)8 H5))(
�47 5G447�54(W) �47 5G447H5)8 K%554A ()
�A (65)7

hzklmancd̂ef_ghi]fj_kf_ldm̀nopqrstagj_ĉkufddv_dnkkŵifdd̂axymznk̂anan}mfaǹ~
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Z[\[]̂_abcĉ_defdghi]̂j

qrnsrst unvvtr
wrnxyz{n| wr}zz w}yyn~t
�sn{}|v ��t�sno

�!����������	��������"�

O4)%4%+HUSM@RK1J�&&2 L4),+;&)9HUSM@RK1J�&&2 P4)V*;&)9HUSM@RK1J�&&2
P59*%9+9*)(HUSM@RK1J�&&2 L4),+;&)9??HUSM@RK1J�&&2 P5(59%)(HUSM@RK1J�&&2
�+:)(HUSM@RK1J�&&2 O45/%96%)(HUSM@RK1J�&&2 L',54HUSM@RK1J�&&2
�+4%*):+HRSU@TK1Q�&&2 �+4%*):+??HRSU@TK1Q�&&2 L4),%*%59)(HRSM@TK1IQ&&2
P59*+&354)4FHRSM@TK1IQ&&2 P';*5&

# 1�+;%,+9*%)()9,P5&&+46%)()33(%6)*%592=

# 59,')(%9;'(:();;DM�SF+)4(%&%*+,7)44)9*F59*4%3(+%9;'(:();;D
IF+)4;59$3+6%)(*F:();;1�+;%,+9*%)()9,P5&&+46%)(2=

# HRN�TX%9%;8�M�SF+)4;(%&%*+,7)44)9*F1�+;%,+9*%)()9,P5&&+46%)(2DRN�IX%9%;8�U�
F+)4;(%&%*+,7)44)9*F1�+;%,+9*%)(2G DB95,%�+,�IF+)4(%&%*+,
7)44)9*F1�+;%,+9*%)()9,P5&&+46%)(2=

# 1�+;%,+9*%)()9,P5&&+46%)(2=

# 1�+;%,+9*%)()9,P5&&+46%)(2=

O(+);+4+V+4*8+$%+44)O)6%V%60%&%*+,�)44)9*%+;);V5'9,)*777=;%+44)3)6%V%67%9,57;=65&V54V'((,+*)%(;)9,
(%&%*)*%59;=

# $%+44)O)6%V%6�%9,57;GMMN�I�+),%9:�,G�+,�('VVGPB�N�J�=L5((X4++L+(+3859+H1J��2JRTSQQTT=
�+>H777=;%+44)3)6%V%67%9,57;=65&

���������� �




