DESIGN Staff Report

‘ :¥  REVIEW BOARD Design Review Board

File Number: 8-D-24-DT

Meeting: 8/21/2024
Project: Century Building
Applicant:  Joseph Mayer HCC Development

Property Information

Location: 310S. Gay St. Parcel ID 951 A 043
Zoning: DK (Downtown Knoxville)
Description:

Five-story brick masonry building featuring terracotta details, limestone belt courses, and keystones. Paired one-
over-one, double-hung windows with multi-light glass transoms. Decorative cornice along roofline. Contemporary
storefront.

Description of Work
Level | Major Alteration of an Existing Building/Structure

After-the-fact review of windows installed that do not meet COA. Windows for third and fourth stories were
originally one-over-one or two-over-two, double-hung wood sash with thick wood framing between the window
sashes. The scope of work under COA 8-C-22-DT included windows being replaced with new custom-built sashes to
match the existing, retaining the existing framing and details. Paired, wood, double-hung windows have been
installed in all fenestrations, removing the internal vertical trim elements. The windows which were originally a
wider 2/2 double-hung window now hold paired 1/1 double-hung windows.

Applicable Design Guidelines
Downtown Design Guidelines

C. HISTORIC RESOURCES

4. WINDOWS

4a. Repair rather than replace historic windows.

4b. Replace windows if repairs are not possible with matching windows, including duplicating design, operation,
material, glass size, muntin arrangements, profiles, and trim.

4c. Insert windows with the same pane configuration, materials and size as other buildings of the same general
construction date, if no original windows are present.

Comments

The Century Building at 310 S. Gay Street is a contributing resource to the Gay Street Commercial Historic District,
so the Historic Resources section of the design guidelines applies.

The previous submission windows being replaced with new custom-built sashes to match the existing, retaining the
existing framing and details. Guidelines recommend duplicating design, operation, material, glass size, muntin
arrangements, profiles, and trim. The installed Jeld-Wen brand 1/1 double-hung windows do not replicate the
design, muntin arrangements, profiles, or trim of the historic windows which were removed. The vertical muntins of
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the adjoining double-hung windows do not replicate the thicker, articulated vertical trim that was originally present,
and the vertical muntins do not align with the trim that remains in the stained glass windows above. Moreover,
wider 2/2 double-hung windows have been replaced with paired 1/1 double-hung windows.

Replicating the vertical trim may be difficult now that it has been removed; however, the replacement windows are
a significant element of the building’s overall visual character. The Board should discuss any solutions to mitigate
the inappropriate replacement windows and the removal of internal trim, or approve the installed windows-after-
the-fact.

Recommendation

The Board should discuss any solutions to mitigate the inappropriate replacement windows and the removal of
internal trim, or approve the installed windows-after-the-fact.
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