
Meeting: 4/17/2024

Applicant:

New construction, 7-story hotel building, constructed of metal framing over a concrete podium. Property has 
frontage on both 427 Walnut Street and 416 Locust Street.

Downtown Design Guidelines

Revisions to exterior materials and design elements from original submission (8-C-23-DT). 

Cladding material:  initial proposal was for a composite metal panel; new application requests approval of a smooth-
finished fiber cement panel (Nichiha Illumination).

North elevation:  the applicant proposes the removal of upper-story windows, and the removal of a section of brick 
veneer and the installation of a parking drive screening element on the ground levels. Proposed revisions to window 
patterns, with new black fiber cement panels with louvers between windows. 

South elevation:  window patterns and designs are slightly modified from previous submission.

Level I

1. Building Mass, Scale and Form
1b. Foster air circulation and sunlight penetration around new buildings. Buildings may be designed with open 
space, as allowed under existing DK zoning; or buildings may be ‘stepped back’ on upper floors with lower floors 
meeting the sidewalk edge. 
1c. Use building materials, cornice lines, signs, and awnings of a human scale in order to reduce the mass of 
buildings as experienced at the street level. 
1d. Divide larger buildings into ‘modules’ that are similar in scale to traditional downtown buildings. Buildings should 
be designed with a recognizable base, middle, and top on all exposed elevations. 
1e. Avoid blank walls along street-facing elevations.

3. Building Materials
3a. Use complimentary materials and elements, especially next to historic buildings.

Property Information

Staff Report

File Number: 4-C-24-DT

Location: 427 Walnut St. 94 L H 01901 Parcel ID

Description of Work

Applicable Design Guidelines

Minor Alteration of an Existing Building/Structure

Design Review Board

Project: New Hotel

Description:

Tate Wright Elevate Architectural Studio, LLC

Zoning: DK (Downtown Knoxville)
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Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of Certificate 4-C-24-DT as submitted.

4. Architectural Character
4b. Enhance pedestrian interest in commercial and office buildings by creating a largely transparent and consistent 
rhythm of entrances and windows.
4d. Differentiate the architectural features of ground floors from upper floors with traditional considerations such 
as show-windows, transoms, friezes, and sign boards.

Comments

The proposed revisions to siding materials and window placement exceed what could be approved administratively, 
so the project has returned to the Design Review Board. 

The guidelines encourage using "complimentary materials and elements, especially next to historic buildings." In the 
previous review, the Board discussed the proposed metal panels and faux-wood fiber cement’s relationship to the 
nearby brick masonry structures such as the Daylight Building, the Pembroke, and the Kendrick Place rowhouses. 
The application was ultimately approved with the condition that brick cladding be applied to the east elevation, 
extending to a height comparable to the cladding on the west elevation. 

In the opinion of staff, the fiber cement panel, specifically the Nichiha Illumination product, will have a visual effect 
similar to the previously proposed metal panels. The Board previously discussed potential sun and light reflection 
off the white metal panel, which would be addressed with a different product. Finally, the siding material in 
question is primarily on the side elevations; only the left half of the south elevation is significantly visible from the 
street. 

The revisions to window patterns and designs on the north elevation are appropriate as the elevation closely 
adjoins the multi-story Langley garage. Due to the proximity of the garage, the north elevation will not be visible 
from the right-of-way on Walnut Street. The revised window designs on the south elevation are not a significant 
change from the previous approval.
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DOWNTOWN DESIGN (DK) 

HISTORIC ZONING (H) 

INFILL HOUSING (IH)

D E S I G N  R E V I E W  R E Q U E S T

AUTHORIZATION

CORRESPONDENCE

CURRENT PROPERTY INFO

AC Hotel Knoxville

April 1, 2024 April 17, 2024

■

Tate Wright Elevate Architecture Studio

1775 The Exchange SE, Suite 600 Atlanta GA 30339

404.301.9592 twright@elevatearchitect.com

Vector Hospitality 125 Townpark Dr NW, Ste 300,Kennesaw,GA 30144 678.852.5846

416 Locust Street & 427 Walnut Street 094LH02002 & 094LH01901

Downtown Knoxville, Fire District Overlay DK-G

Lindsay Crockett 4.1.24

2024.04.01
08:39:36-04'00'

L Tate Wright April 1, 2024

■

lcrockett
Text Box
4-C-24-DT
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

ATTACHMENTS
FEE 1:

FEE 2:

FEE 3:

TOTAL:

Level 1: $50 • Level 2: $100 • Level 3: $250 •  Level 4: $500

Level 1:

Level 1:

Level 2:

Level 2:

Level 3:

Level 3:

Level 3:

Level 2:

Level 1:

Level 4:

We are looking to modify one of the approved building materials for the exterior design.  In lieu of metal panel, we are looking to substitute that with

an architectural wall panel by Nichiha.

40.0050.00
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