
Meeting: 12/16/2020

Applicant:

First Horizon Building: c.1980, 25‐story contemporary structure.

Downtown Knoxville Design Guidelines

Expansion of existing rooftop penthouse. Rooftop penthouse will be modified to extend 38'‐9.5" tall (existing 
penthouse and sign cabinet are 28'‐10" tall). New penthouse will measure 38' wide (fronting Gay and State Streets) 
by 36' deep (fronting Cumberland and Main). Penthouse will feature metal panel cladding (similar to existing) and 
sculptured gutters around the top. 

The existing sign will be removed and replaced with a new, internally illuminated sign, centered on the penthouse 
wall. Sign features a 14' by 14' square logo above a 12' tall by 27‐8" wide text. Letters and bank logo to be internally 
illuminated.

Level I

B.  Private Realm
7.  Mechanical Equipment and Service Utilities
7a.  Minimize the visual impact of mechanical equipment through screens or recessed/low‐profile equipment.
7b.  Screen rooftop vents, heating/cooling units, and related utilities with parapet walls or other screens. Consider 
sound‐buffering of the units as part of the design.

B.  The Traditional Grid District
1.  Recommended Signs
1a.  Wall signs on sign boards that are above a transom or first story and mounted flush to the building façade
1d.  Building name sign and/or building directory

Comments

Overall, the proposal meets the Downtown Knoxville Design Guidelines. As the subject building measures 
approximately 312'‐8" tall, the expanded penthouse and new sign will be minimally visible from the immediately 
surrounding blocks. The proposed penthouse modifications add approximately 10' in height, which will very 
minimally expand the penthouse's visibility from more distant viewpoints. The penthouse will retain the enclosed 
section which obscures existing HVAC equipment. 

Property Information

Staff Report

File Number: 12‐B‐20‐DT

Location: 800 S. Gay St. 95 I D 005 Parcel ID

Description of Work

Applicable Design Guidelines

Minor Alteration of an Existing Building/Structure

Design Review Board

Project: First Horizon Building

Description:

Ric Mixon

Zoning: DK (Downtown Knoxville)

Page 1 of 2 12/8/2020 9:48:50 AM12‐B‐20‐DTPlanner in Charge: Lindsay Crockett



Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of Certificate 12‐B‐20‐DT as submitted.

The new sign is replacing an existing sign with a comparable size, design, and placement. The sign's internal 
illumination will not have a negative effect on the surrounding context.
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SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
1

 WEST (GAY ST) SIGN ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
2

 SOUTH SIGN ELEVATION
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SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
1

 EAST (STATE ST) SIGN ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
2

 NORTH SIGN ELEVATION
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SCALE: 3/32" = 1'-0"
1

GAY ST ELEVATION
1/32" SCALE: 3/32" = 1'-0"

2
MAIN ST ELEVATION

1/32" SCALE: 3/32" = 1'-0"
3

STATE ST ELEVATION
1/32" 1/32"SCALE: 3/32" = 1'-0"

4
CUMBERLAND AVE ELEVATION
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TOP OF PARAPET

TOP OF EXIST SIGN
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FINISHED FLOOR MAIN LEVEL

FINISHED FLOOR

TOP OF ROOF DECK

NOTES:
1. ELEVATIONS START AT THE FINISHED

FLOOR OF THE MAIN GAY ST LEVEL
2. STREET LEVEL DROPS SIGNIFICANTLY

BELOW WHAT IS SHOWN ON ALL
ELEVATIONS NOT ON GAY ST

3. THESE ELEVATIONS DO NOT SHOW THE
ATTACHED PARKING GARAGE.

NEW INTERNALLY
ILLUMINATED SIGN

NEW INTERNALLY
ILLUMINATED SIGN

NEW INTERNALLY
ILLUMINATED SIGN

NEW INTERNALLY
ILLUMINATED SIGN
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SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
1

 ROOF PLAN

REVISIONS

NO. DESCRIPTION BY/DATE

#1a
MOVE LOCATION
OF MOMENT
FRAMES

CB
9/25/20

#1b
ALTER DOOR
LOCATION

CB
9/25/20

#1c
WRAP COLUMNS
WITH WALL

CB
9/25/20

1c

1a 1b
1a
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STL HANGER FROM
FLOOR ABOVE (SEE
STRUCT). FIRE STOP
AROUND
PENETRATION INTO
GYP BD

6X6 ANGLE

6X6 ANGLE

2 LAYERS OF
5

8" GYP BD

2 LAYERS OF
5
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6" STL JOIST

2HR 2" SHAFT
WALL PARTITION
U529
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CONC ROOF

STL COL
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SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
1

PH 1 - EXISTING PENTHOUSE PLAN

LINE OF ROOF BEAMS BELOW

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
2

PH2 - EXIST ROOF DECK/
NEW FLOOR LEVEL PLAN

LINE OF ROOF BEAMS BELOW

NOTES:
1. DIMENSIONS ARE FROM FACE OF EXISTING WALLS, TO FACE

OF 8" BLOCK AND FACE OF EXTERIOR SHEATHING AT
EXTERIOR WALLS, AND TO FACE OF STUDS AT INTERIOR
WALLS.

2.SEE STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS FOR MEMBER SIZES AND
DETAILS

NOTES:
1. DIMENSIONS ARE FROM FACE OF EXISTING WALLS, TO FACE

OF 8" BLOCK AND FACE OF EXTERIOR SHEATHING AT
EXTERIOR WALLS, AND TO FACE OF STUDS AT INTERIOR
WALLS.

2.ALL STRUCTURE AND WALLS SHOWN ARE NEW CONSTRUCTION.

2.SEE STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS FOR MEMBER SIZES AND
DETAILS

SHIFT EXIST
DOOR 8" TO
CLEAR NEW COL

2HR 2" SHAFT WALL
PARTITION U529

EXISTING
1'X1' CONC
COLUMN

NEW STL COL AND BASE
PLATE SEE 11/S3.3

INSIDE EDGE OF SHAFT

OUTSIDE OF SHAFT WALL
AT PENTHOUSE LEVEL

HOLE IN EXIST ROOF ABOVE

SCALE: 3/4" = 1'-0"
3

FIRE PROTECTION AT ELEVATOR SHAFT
SCALE: 3/4" = 1'-0"

4
FIRE PROTECTION AT ELEVATOR SHAFT

REVISIONS

NO. DESCRIPTION BY/DATE

#1a
MOVE LOCATION
OF MOMENT
FRAMES

CB
9/25/20

#1b
ALTER DOOR
LOCATION

CB
9/25/20

#1c
WRAP COLUMNS
WITH WALL

CB
9/25/20

#1d
ADD 2HR
PROTECTION AT
ELEVATOR SHAFT

CB
9/25/20

#1e

ADD UTILITY
ACCESS AND
HOIST BAR OVER
SHIP LADDER

CB
9/25/20

NOTE:
SEE 3/A3.02
FOR UL FIRE
TESTS

NOTE:
SEE 3/A3.02
FOR UL FIRE
TESTS

1a

1a

1a

1a

1a

1a1b

1c

1d

1e

1d

1d
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SEE STRUCT

8" GIRT (TYP)

STAND OFF
SEE STRUCT

8" GIRT (TYP)

8" GIRT/HANGER (TYP)8" GIRT (TYP)

A3.01

1

42" TALL 112" DIA
GUARD RAIL W/
VERTS MAX 4' O.C.
AT OPENING AND
STAIRS
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1 2
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HATCH INDICATES
GRATE FLOORING
AT PH3 LEVEL
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4'-0"

LADDER #2 TO 4'x4' ROOF HATCH
MIN 18" BETWEEN RAILS
PROVIDE CHANNEL EA SIDE OF
LADDER WELDED TO STRUCTURAL
MEMBER IN ROOF AND FLOOR TO
MOUNT LADDER STANDOFFS.
VERIFY SIZE AND FINAL LOCATION
WITH LADDER MANUFACTURER

DN

2
"

BRACE FRAMES
SEE STRUCT
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2

NEW SCULPTURED GUTTER

NEW SCULPTURED GUTTER

GRAY TPO
ROOF OVER
R=30 (51

2") CONT
POLYISO INSUL
OVER 1 12" MTL
DECK

GRAY TPO
ROOF OVER
R=30 (51

2") CONT
POLYISO INSUL
OVER 1 12" MTL
DECK

DSDS

DS DS

4'-0" 5'-81
2"

4
'-
0

"
7'
-5

1 2
"

4'X4' ROOF HATCH
EQUAL TO "BRHUA48X48S1T
ROOF HATCH
PERSONNEL II, 48X48, S DR,
ALUM, MILL, SNGL WALL CURB"
BY "BABCOCKDAVIS"
LADDER TO HAVE
EXTENDABLE SAFETY POST
AT TOP TO EXTEND MIN 42"
ABOVE ROOF.
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SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
1

PH3 LEVEL
FLOOR PLAN

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
2

ROOF PLAN

NOTES:
1. DIMENSIONS ARE FROM FACE OF EXISTING WALLS, TO FACE

OF 8" BLOCK AND FACE OF EXTERIOR SHEATHING AT
EXTERIOR WALLS, AND TO FACE OF STUDS AT INTERIOR
WALLS.

2.ALL STRUCTURE AND WALLS SHOWN ARE NEW CONSTRUCTION

2.SEE STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS FOR MEMBER SIZES AND
DETAILS

NOTES:
1. DIMENSIONS ARE FROM FACE OF EXISTING WALLS, TO FACE

OF 8" BLOCK AND FACE OF EXTERIOR SHEATHING AT
EXTERIOR WALLS, AND TO FACE OF STUDS AT INTERIOR
WALLS.

2.ALL STRUCTURE AND WALLS SHOWN ARE NEW CONSTRUCTION

3.SEE STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS FOR MEMBER SIZES AND
DETAILS

LOW SLOPE ROOF NOTES:
1. INSTALL 112" MTL DECK OVER ROOF STRUCTURE. SEE

STRUCT DRAWINGS FOR SPECS.

2.INSTALL R=30 51
2" CONT POLYISO INSULATION BOARD OVER

MTL DECK.

4.INSTALL TPO MEMBRANE ROOF PER
MANUFACTURES/ENGINEERS RECOMMENDATIONS. VERIFY ALL
ROOF DETAILS AND SYSTEMS WITH MANUFACTURER AND FOLLOW
ALL MANUFACTURER RECOMMENDATIONS.

5.COLOR TO BE GRAY. VERIFY ROOF COLOR W/ OWNER

REVISIONS

NO. DESCRIPTION BY/DATE

#1f
REPLACE SS MTL
ROOF WITH TPO
MEMBRANE

CB
9/25/20

1f

1f

1f
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SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
1

 WEST (GAY ST) SIGN ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
2

 SOUTH SIGN ELEVATION



22'-11"EXIST HVAC EQUIPMENT

1
2:12 SLOPE

1
2:12 SLOPE

104'-8"

33'-4" 38'-0" 33'-4"

3
8
'-
91

2
"

10
'-
91

2
"

E
X
IS

T
 P

E
N
T
H
O

US
E

HATCH INDICATES AREA OF
CONCEALED ATTACHMENT WALL
PANELS
FW-120, BY MBCI
PAINT WHITE

2
8
'-
0

"

P
E
N
T
H
O

US
E
 E

X
T
E
N
S
IO

N

1'
-0

"

LINES OF EXIST SIGN AND
LOGO TO BE REMOVED

11"X1'-0" REVEAL AT
BOTTOM OF NORTH
SIDE OF NEW
EXTENSION
PAINT MATTE BLACK

SCULPTURED GUTTER

PH2

PH3

PENTHOUSE ROOF

PH1

11
'-
11

1 2
"

14
'-
0

"

A3.01

2

PROVIDE SPLASH BLOCKS
AT BOT OF DS DIRECTED
AWAY FROM PENTHOUSE

18"x24" EXHAUST VENT.
COLOR TO BE WHITE

12
'-
10

"

1'-5"2'-0"

1'
-6

"

EXIST EXHAUST FANS

EXIST HVAC EQUIPMENT

162'-0"

3
8
'-
91

2
"

36'-0"

10
'-
91

2
"

E
X
IS

T
 P

E
N
T
H
O

US
E

62'-7"63'-5"

HATCH INDICATES AREA OF
CONCEALED ATTACHMENT WALL
PANELS
FW-120, BY MBCI
PAINT WHITE

1'
-0

"

2
8
'-
0

"

P
E
N
T
H
O

US
E
 E

X
T
E
N
S
IO

N

LINES OF EXIST SIGN AND
LOGO TO BE REMOVED

6" X1'-0" REVEAL AROUND BOTTOM
OF NEW EXTENSION (TYP)
PAINT MATTE BLACK

SCULPTURED GUTTER

PH2

1'
-0

1 2
"

PH3

PENTHOUSE ROOF

PH1

11
'-
10

3
4
"

14
'-
0

"

12
'-
10

"
11

'-
11

1 2
"

14
'-
0

"

DSDS

PROVIDE SPLASH BLOCK ONTO ROOF

A3.01

1

K
N
O
X
V
IL
L
E
, 
T
E
N
N
E
S
S
E
E
 
3
7
9
2
9

8
0
0
 
S
 
G
A
Y
 
S
T

F
IR
S
T
 
H
O
R
IZ
O
N
 
B
A
N
K

DRAWN

DATE

CHECKED

SHEET

690.20034
JOB NO.

FILE NAME:

A
S
 I
N
S
T
R
U
M
E
N
T
S
 O

F
 S

E
R
V
IC

E
, 
T
H
E
S
E
 D

R
A
W

IN
G
S
 A

N
D
 T

H
E
 D

E
S
IG

N
 R

E
P
R
E
S
E
N
T
E
D
 B

Y
 T

H
E
M
 A

R
E
 T

H
E
 P

R
O
P
E
R
T
Y
 O

F
 W

Y
S
T
W

Y
N
D
 D

E
S
IG

N
S
 I
N
C
.,
 A

N
D
 A

S
 S

U
C
H
, 
A
R
E
 P

R
O
T
E
C
T
E
D
 B

Y
 S

T
A
T
E
 A

N
D
 F

E
D
E
R
A
L
 C

O
P
Y
R
IG

H
T
 L

A
W

S
.

A2.01 SIGN ELEVATIONS TALL #2 CENTERED.dwg

07/14/20

U
N
A
U
T
H
O
R
IZ

E
D
 U

S
E
 W

IL
L
 B

E
 S

U
B
J
E
C
T
 T

O
 L

E
G
A
L
 A

C
T
IO

N
.

R
E
P
R
O
D
U
C
T
IO

N
 O

R
 U

S
E
 O

F
 T

H
E
S
E
 D

R
A
W

IN
G
S
 O

T
H
E
R
 T

H
A
N
 F

O
R
 T

H
E
 P

R
O
J
E
C
T
 I
N
T
E
N
D
E
D
 W

IT
H
O
U
T
 W

R
IT

T
E
N
 C

O
N
S
E
N
T
 F

R
O
M
 T

H
E
 A

R
C
H
IT

E
C
T
 I
S
 P

R
O
H
IB

IT
E
D
.

F
ri

d
ay

, 
M

ay
 1

, 
2
0

2
0

 2
:0

3
:4

7 
P
M

 P
:\

_P
R

O
J\

2
0

2
0

\6
90

 F
IR

S
T
 H

O
R

IZ
O

N
\2

0
0

5
5
 1

S
T
 H

O
R

IZ
O

N
 R

O
O

F
 T

O
P
 S

IG
N
 #

3
\A

2
.0

1 
S
IG

N
 E

L
E
V

A
T
IO

N
S
 T

A
L
L
 #

2
 C

E
N
T
E
R

E
D

.D
W

G

P
:\

_P
R

O
J\

2
0

2
0

\6
90

 F
IR

S
T
 H

O
R

IZ
O

N
\2

0
0

5
5
 1

S
T
 H

O
R

IZ
O

N
 R

O
O

F
 T

O
P
 S

IG
N
 #

3
\A

2
.0

1 
S
IG

N
 E

L
E
V

A
T
IO

N
S
 T

A
L
L
 #

2
 C

E
N
T
E
R

E
D

.D
W

G

P
E
N
T
H
O
U
S
E
 
E
X
P
A
N
S
IO
N

DO NOT REPRODUCE
AS INSTRUMENTS OF SERVICE, THESE DRAWINGS AND THE DESIGN
REPRESENTED BY THEM ARE THE PROPERTY OF WYSTWYND DESIGNS,
INC. AND AS SUCH, ARE PROTECTED BY FEDERAL AND STATE
COPYRIGHT LAWS. REPRODUCTION OR USE OF THESE DRAWINGS
OTHER THAN FOR THE PROJECT INTENDED WITHOUR WRITTEN CONSENT
FROM WYSTWYND DESIGNS, INC. IS PROHIBITED. UNAUTHORIZED USE
WILL BE SUBJECT TO LEGAL ACTION. FOR INFORMATION OR TO
REPORT SUCH USE, PLEASE CALL (865-584-6712).

A2.02

CB

DRM

 

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
1

 EAST (STATE ST) SIGN ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
2

 NORTH SIGN ELEVATION
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