


NARRATIVE
The design proposes converting the 
top 3  floors of the Century Building 
to condominiums and providing an 
addition to the exterior that will serve 
the vertical circulation needs for 
condominium owners.  The interior of 
the condominiums takes advantage 
of the large windows on the front and 
rear facades, leaving the center of the 
building available  as corridor space.  
As a result of the space planning, the 
most efficient location for the elevator 
and fire stair is at the middle of the 
building.  This location provides an 
opportunity to build a pedestrian alley 
next to the century building.  

A small part of the work will be to re-
pair and refurbish the fenestration on 
floors 3-5 at the Gay Street facade. 

PERSPECTIVE VIEW  FROM  GAY STREET

SIGN AT LOBBY

VIEW OF ENTRANCE FROM SIDEWALK

PLANTER BOXES

CENTURY BUILDING
312 GAY STREET

ELEVATOR AND FIRE 
STAIR ADDITION

NEW WINDOWS FOR 
CONDOMINIUM UNITS



SITE

The Century Building is located at 312 S. Gay 
Street in Knoxville, TN.  The rear of the building 
is along Fire Street.  To the North there is a 2 
story parking structure.  To the South are surface 
parking lots. 

There is an existing easement recorded, to per-
mit the construction of an elevator and fire stair 
at the proposed location.

LOCATION



Note:  Mortar work will be com-
pleted in accordance with Pres-
ervation Brief #2 from the Na-
tion Park Service.  Any window 
repair will be completed in ac-
cordance with Preservation #9 
from the National Park Service.



EXISTING CONDITIONS OF FRONT 
AND NORTH ELEVATIONS

REMOVE 
WINDOW

REMOVE PIERS AND FENCE





EXISTING CONDITION OF SOUTH 
AND REAR ELEVATIONS

NEW FENESTRATION TO REPLACE PLYWOOD





SECTION CUT  THROUGH  ENTRY CANOPY



The photograph to the left was taken at the Century 
Building’s facade at Gay Street.  The mortar joints 
between the bricks is an example of a “flush mortar 
joint”.

A flush joint is struck even with the face of the brick 
to create a smooth wall.  This is the technique we 
are proposing to balance the rough character of the 
reclaimed brick.

Note:  Mortar work will be completed in accor-
dance with Preservation Brief #2 from the Nation 
Park Service.  Any window repair will be com-
pleted in accordance with Preservation #9 from 
the National Park Service.

Example of aluminum fence 
detail, pattern to change to 
1-1/2” slats toward top of 
fence (not shown in image).

The brick being proposed for the elevator shaft will 
be reclaimed material.  The characteristics of the 
reclaimed material that we like include the imperfect 
edges, deviation in color and texture, and patina of 
age.  

The existing brick at the North elevation is a load 
bearing masonry wall.  The brick has rough charac-
teristics and very noticeable mortar joints.

Any repointing of mortar work will be completed in ac-
cordance with Preservation Brief #2 from the Nation 
Park Service.  

EXAMPLE OF PROPOSED 
MORTAR JOINTS  

PROPOSED BRICK 
CLADDING AT ELEVATOR 

EXISTING BRICK AT 
NORTH ELEVATION 
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