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July 7, 2009 
 
Ms. Ann Bennett 
Knoxville Metropolitan Planning Commission 
400 Main Street 
Knoxville, TN  37902 

 
Project: Barley’s Renovation at 200 E. Jackson Avenue, Knoxville, TN 
 
Ann:  In response to your comments on the Barley’s Renovation project, the 
design of the new structure is in fact independent in design from the 
existing building.  We have had a structural engineer assist us with the 
design of the new exterior fire escape.  The fire escape structure is self 
supporting with columns placed adjacent to the building.  We have placed 
the ‘straps’ back to the existing building for reinforcing measures.  The way 
the building was originally constructed the back exterior wall was not load 
bearing and in fact at one time had an additional structure off the back.  
These ‘straps’ will serve as bracing for the sides and back walls and will 
actually help the existing building distribute the loads.  Our structural 
engineer felt that based on his visual inspection of the structure, the 
building was in quite good shape.  Our addition will not compromise the 
integrity of the existing building and if it were to be removed in the future 
it would not have an impact on the building. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if any additional information is required to 
clarify the issue. 
 

 
Scott E. Osborn, AlA 
Cc: project file 
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