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Downtown Crosswalk Replacement

The City of Knoxville is proposing to replace the existing brick crosswalks on Main
Street in front of the City-County Building and on Summit Hill Drive in front of the
Crowne Plaza Hotel. The existing brick crosswalks have become difficult to maintain
and have degraded to the point that they are required to be patched with asphalt.

There are several advantages of concrete over asphalt. The life expectancy of concrete is
much longer than that of asphalt. Concrete is more durable than asphalt and less
susceptible to damage caused by large vehicles. The City has used concrete in the past in
turn lanes at busy intersections to better withstand the forces of braking vehicles which

over time can cause the pavement to ripple.

We propose that the existing crosswalks be replaced with a stamped concrete material. A
dye can be added to the concrete mixture that will give it a uniform color throughout.

The main benefit of this process is that the color is uniform if a piece is broken or
chipped off the surface. Currently you can find an example of stamped asphalt in the Old
City. Unlike the crosswalks we are proposing, paint was applied to the top surface of the
stamped asphalt in the Old City. As a result, the original asphalt color is exposed when a

piece is chipped off.

At the recommendation of Stephanie Cook, we are proposing a design that looks similar
to the drawing below. This design has a stamped brick design on the sides of the
crosswalk that would help delineate the crosswalk as well as provide a smooth surface

that is preferred by accessible users.
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Existing Crosswalk at Main St
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