
Meeting: 5/21/2026

Applicant:

Folk Victorian with Craftsman and Colonial Revival influences, c.1915Description:

Two-story frame residence with a side-gable roof, an exterior of asbestos shingles, and a brick foundation. Windows 
include double-hung 3/1, 4/1 and 8-light casement windows.

Staff Recommendation

Pending additional Commission input on proposed replacement windows, staff recommends approval of Certificate 
5-G-26-HZ, subject to the following conditions: 

1) pane division on new windows on right side and rear elevation to reflect pane division of original windows;
2) window trim to be revised to better reflect the historic trim’s design and size, and trim to be installed between 
adjoining windows, with final specifications submitted to staff for approval;
3) window trim to be applied to windows on all elevations;
4) revised window schedule to be submitted to staff for approval, showing specific proposed locations of each 
window.

After-the-fact review of major exterior rehabilitation, and new items to be installed to mitigate removal of original 
materials. 

Removal of original wood windows, including double-hung wood 3/1 and 4/1s, double-hung wood 2/2s, and eight-
light wood casement windows on the façade’s first story. 

Installation of new windows. New windows are wood, featuring simulated divided lites with 7/8” simulated muntins 
and interior spacer bars (where pane divisions are provided). Proposed windows include: five 3/1 double-hung 
windows on the facade, thirteen 8-light casement windows (some fixed, some operable), multiple 1/1 double-hung 
windows, four single-light transom/fixed windows, and a picture window flanked by two casement windows to be 
installed on the rear elevation. 

Enclosure of one second-story window on the right side elevation to be re-opened, with a new double-hung wood 
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window in the “original rough opening of 28-inches by 65.5-inches.”

Removal of original wood window trim. New trim proposed to be fiber cement trim boards, with 4” casing, and 
projecting sills to be made of flat 1 by 6 and 1 by 2 fiber cement boards. 

Removal of patches of existing, faux-grained, asbestos shingle siding; installation in patches of faux-grained fiber 
cement siding. 

Proposed replacement of exterior door with a fiberglass, three-quarters-light door.

Comments

1.  1520 Fremont Place is a contributing resource to the Old North Knoxville National Register Historic District and 
local overlay. Per Article 16.8 of the City Zoning Ordinance, the historic (H) overlay requires a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for all exterior “construction, alteration, repair, [or] rehabilitation.”

2.  Most original or historic materials were removed without COAs or permits. After receiving reports of work 
continuing on the house without a COA or building permits, Plans Review & Inspections staff visited the property on 
March 11, March 20, and March 27th. Additional exterior work was completed between the three visits. At the April 
HZC meeting, the HZC denied the installed vinyl windows, patching the asbestos shingle siding with smooth-finished 
fiber cement boards, the flat window trim, the proposed door, and the window enclosure. The deck and removal of 
the chimney was approved after-the-fact. The current application includes specifications for new or revised items.

3.  Guidelines recommend that “if replacement windows are necessary, they shall be the same overall size as the 
originals, with the same pane division and the same muntin depth, width and profile. They shall be the same 
materials as the original windows, which were generally wood.” The house featured an array of original or historic 
windows, including 3/1 double-hung wood windows on the front and side elevations, 2/2 double-hung wood 
windows on secondary elevations, and a three-part picture window on the rear elevation. No evidence was provided 
related to the windows’ deterioration prior to their removal and disposal.  

Façade upper-level windows:  the proposed front windows replicate the material, operation, and visual pane division 
of the originals, as 3/1, double-hung, wood with exterior muntin, simulated divided lights. While the guidelines 
specify true divided lights, simulated divided lights with exterior muntins and spacer bars have been approved as 
replacement windows in the ONK overlay. 

Side and rear elevation windows:  the side and rear elevation windows were a combination of 3/1, 2/2, and 1/1 
double-hung wood windows. The right side elevation featured two 2/2 double-hung windows on the second story, 
one 4/1 and two paired 2/1 windows on the first story. The rear elevation had three adjoining 3/1 double-hung 
windows on the second story. The application proposes 1/1 double-hung wood windows for all side and rear 
elevation windows, other than the in-kind replacements for the transom and picture windows. The pane division on 
the right side elevation and the rear elevation should be revised to reflect the original pane division. 

Sunroom windows:  the front sunroom featured paired, eight-light, true-divided light wood casement windows on 
the ground level. The sunroom had three bays of paired casement windows (6 individual windows) on the left 
elevation; five bays of paired casement windows (10 individual windows) on the projecting massing, and two bays of 
paired casement windows (4 individual windows) flanking the door. Instead of paired casement windows in each bay, 
the application proposes a single 8-light casement window, reducing the number of windows in each fenestration in 
half. 

The proposed casements will be larger than the originals, though they are more aligned with the guidelines than 
those currently installed, and will maintain the sunroom appearance of the front massing. In the opinion of staff, at 
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Old North Knoxville Design Guidelines, adopted by the Knoxville City Council on November 25, 2004.

B. Windows
1. Original windows shall be reused if possible. It will be much less expensive and much better historically to retain 
the original windows, and it is inappropriate to replace them with new windows that differ in size, material or pane 
division.
2. If replacement windows are necessary, they shall be the same overall size as the originals, with the same pane 
division and the same muntin depth, width and profile. They shall be the same materials as the original windows, 
which were generally wood.
3. True divided lights shall be used in replacement window sashes with more than one pane.
6. Windows may not be blocked in. They must retain the full height and width of the original opening.

D. Entrances
2. Contemporary interpretations of stained glass or etched glass entry doors are usually inappropriate.
3. It may be appropriate to design or construct a new entrance if the historic one is completely missing. Any 
restoration shall be based on historical, pictorial, or physical documentation, if available. It shall be compatible with 
the historic character of the building or with adjacent buildings.
4. A replacement entrance shall not create a false historic appearance. A new entrance or porch must be compatible 
in size, scale, or material. 

this point, it is not necessary to re-install new paired eight-light windows (20 smaller windows instead of the 
proposed 10), as new simulated divided light windows may not sufficiently replicate the stile and rail measurements, 
pane division, or overall size of the originals. The Commission should discuss if the 8-light windows are sufficient 
replacements, or if full-light casements (or another configuration) would be more appropriate. 

Enclosed window:  the window enclosed without permits or a COA will be re-opened. 

5.  The proposed window trim is fiber cement, with a 1x2 header, 1x4 casing, and a 1x6 projecting sill. While 
proposing fiber cement trim may be appropriate for a house clad in asbestos shingles with fiber cement patching, the 
trim does not reflect the design of the original trim that was removed. 4” flat casing is wider than the original, and 
the 1x6 projecting sill will be disproportionate to the windows. A revised specification could include 2” casing, 
smaller headers, and a smaller sill, and should be submitted to staff for approval. Trim boards should also be applied 
between adjoining windows to reflect the original trim’s depth and dimension. 

6.  At least one window was enclosed with new siding, including one on each second-story side elevation. The new 
application proposes to re-open the previous window fenestration and install a 1/1, double-hung wood window to 
reflect the other side elevation windows. 

7. The existing siding is asbestos shingles. The guidelines recommend that replacement siding duplicates the original, 
though in-kind repairs to non-historic siding in small patches are typically approved; the guidelines include a 50% 
threshold for repairs to non-historic siding. It does not appear that more than 50% of the existing synthetic siding 
was removed. 

The asbestos shingles feature faux wood-grain detail typical of asbestos shingles. The applicants have provided 
clarifying details showing faux-grain detailing on the installed siding. The boards are longer than the asbestos 
shingles, but are the same width and thickness. The additional length on the boards will not be visible when painted. 

8.  The door to be removed is most likely not original to the house. The proposed door is a ¾-light fiberglass door 
with a single panel below. The replacement entrance “does not create a false historic appearance,” and is 
“compatible in size, scale, and material” with the house.

Applicable Design Guidelines

Page 3 of 4 5/8/2026 3:25:54 PM5-G-26-HZPlanner in Charge: Lindsay Lanois



E. Wood Wall Coverings
1. Synthetic siding is inappropriate and is not allowed either as replacement siding on existing buildings or new siding 
in new construction.
3. Replacement siding must duplicate the original. Trim and patterned shingles that must be replaced must also 
duplicate the original material.
12. If artificial siding is present on any elevation of a building and must be removed in order to repair the building 
structurally, it can be replaced on the building if no more than 49% of any elevation’s artificial siding is removed. If 
50% of the artificial siding on any elevation is removed for repair, it cannot be replaced.
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Knoxville
7751 Norris Freeway
Knoxville, Tennessee  37938
Phone: (865) 922-7751
Fax: (865) 925-9228

Delivery Address
DESICC1520
The Design Center Co
1520 Fremont Place
Knoxville
35.98863000, -83.92329000

Invoice Address
The Design Center Co
9 Emory Place
Knoxville, Tn, 37912

Quotation

Quote No
04/20/2026Quote Date

293939

Expiration Date 04/27/2026

Customer DESICC

Job The Design Center Co DESICC1520

Your Ref

Delivery By 04/20/26

Taken By Andy Wills

Sales Rep Max vanTilburg

ÌQU-Ç=GG'Î
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NotesSpecial Instructions

DescriptionLine TotalUOMPriceQtyProduct Code

3/0 6/8 #1 LH Sgl IS Dbl Bore Hollister Sm FG 1-Pnl 
22x48 1-LT 3/4view LowE Antq Brs AB-US5 4-9/16"

 1 zz_ExtUnit_44816 1  654.03  654.03eaea

DISCLAIMER:  This estimate is intended solely to provide the Customer with a rough estimate of the 
cost of materials expected to be used in the given project.  The material estimate is based upon 
information provided by the Customer, and such estimate assumes, among other things, the 
utilization of normal and typical building and construction techniques.  The actual amount of the 
material used may vary from the material estimate due to a number of factors.  Consequently, NO 
REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, HAS BEEN MADE THAT THE ACTUAL 
AMOUNT OF MATERIAL USED ON THE PROJECT WILL NOT VARY FROM THIS ESTIMATE.

Total Amount $654.03

Sales Tax 9.25% $60.50

Quotation Total $714.53

Visit us at www.tindells.com
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City inspector, 3/11/26 City inspector, 3/27/26
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Applicant, 3/13/26

Applicant, 3/13/26



City inspector, 3/20/26Redfin real estate listing, 2017



Various original windows from Redfin real estate listing, 2017
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