
KNOXVILLE HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT ‐ CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION

FILE NO.: 9‐H‐19‐HZ712 Gratz St.  /PROPERTY LOCATION:

DISTRICT: Fourth and Gill H‐1

Parcel ID 94 D E 033

MEETING DATE: 9/19/2019

Kate TuckerAPPLICANT:

Queen Anne cottage, c.1900PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

One‐and‐one‐half‐story residence with a gable‐on‐hip roof clad in asphalt shingles, an exterior of aluminum siding, 
and a brick foundation. A gable‐on‐hip‐roof porch is centered on the façade, supported by square wood columns. 
Two single‐light casement windows on side gable fields. Two interior brick chimneys. Windows are two‐over‐one, 
double‐hung wood sash.

APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES:

Fourth and Gill Design Guidelines, adopted by the Knoxville City Council on April 20, 1999 and June 29, 1999.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK:

‐ Installation of an HVAC system to the rear left corner of the house (north elevation). HVAC will be approximately 
29‐1/8" tall by 33" wide by 59" long. Unit will be minimally visible from the street. 

‐ Replacement of porch columns, balustrade, and flooring as necessary. Substantial deterioration is evident, and 
existing wood columns are not connected to foundation beams at the front of the house, therefore not providing 
sufficient support for the porch roof. Columns will be replaced with materials and design to match existing. 

‐ Rear addition: to extend 20' from the existing shed‐roof extension, at 3.5' wide. Addition will square up existing 
house. Foundation will be brick to match existing foundation, and two windows on existing east elevation will be 
relocated in the same position and placement on the newly constructed exterior wall. Addition will not be visible 
from the street.

‐ Installation of access doors to basement/crawl space. Doors to be located toward rear of south elevation. Doors 
will be 45" wide by 60" long and elevated approximately 32" off the ground at their highest point. Doors will be 
wood double doors. 

‐ Addition of steps to right (south) side of porch. Concrete steps will match existing concrete stps on left (north) side 
of porch. 

‐ Replacement of existing aluminum siding. Applicant is proposing HardiePlank Lap Siding in wood‐grained charcoal 
gray.

LEVEL OF WORK: Level II. Major repair or replacement of materials or architectural elements

Porches
1.  Repair porches on historic houses using wood floors, balustrades, posts and columns, or replace duplicating the 
original size and design. Reconstruction of the documented original porch is also appropriate. 
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KNOXVILLE HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT ‐ CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION

FILE NO.: 9‐H‐19‐HZ712 Gratz St.  /PROPERTY LOCATION:

DISTRICT: Fourth and Gill H‐1

Parcel ID 94 D E 033

STAFF FINDINGS:

1.  The house is a contributing resource to the Fourth and Gill H‐1 Overlay and the National Register Historic District. 

2.  The proposed placement of the HVAC unit towards the rear of the north side elevation is appropriate. Guidelines 
recommend that they should be screened with shrubbery or fencing. 

3.  The size, scale, and location of the proposed rear addition is appropriate. 

4.  Guidelines recommend that new additions are installed in a manner that makes clear what is historic and what is 
new, avoiding duplicating the exact form, material, and detailing of the historic building in the new addition. The 
proposed addition is not presently differentiated from the historic structure, whether via a small offset or a change 
in siding. 

Wall Coverings
Vinyl, aluminum, or other synthetic sidings are not appropriate for new and old houses in the Fourth and Gill 
Historic District. 
2.  Replacement siding should duplicate the original. 
11.  The removal of synthetic sidings such as aluminum, asbestos, and vinyl, and the restoration of the original 
siding is highly encouraged.
12.  Siding or pressboard or particle board, and vertical siding is not appropriate for primary structures in the Fourth 
and Gill Historic District and should not be used.

New Additions 
1.  Locate attached exterior additions at the rear or on an inconspicuous side of a historic building, limiting the size 
and scale in relationship to the historic building. Proportion is very important.
2.  Design new additions in a manner that makes clear what is historic and what is new.
3.  Consider the attached exterior addition both in terms of the new use and the appearance of other buildings in 
the historic district. Design for the new work may be contemporary or may reference design motifs from the 
historic buildings. In either case, it should always be clearly differentiated from the historic building and be 
compatible in terms of mass, materials, size, texture, scale, relationship of solids to voids, and color.
4.  Place new additions on non‐character‐defining elevations, and limit the size and scale in relationship to the 
historic building.
7.  New work should not appear to be as old as the historic building. Do not duplicate the exact form, material, 
style, and detailing of the historic building in the new addition.
8.  New additions should not case a lessening or loss of historic character, including the historic building's design, 
materials, workmanship, location, or setting. 

Mechanical Systems
1.  Heating and cooling units should be located where they are not visible from public rights‐of‐way, and should be 
screened with shrubbery or fencing and located on sides of buildings.

COMMENTS:

N/A
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KNOXVILLE HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT ‐ CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION

FILE NO.: 9‐H‐19‐HZ712 Gratz St.  /PROPERTY LOCATION:

DISTRICT: Fourth and Gill H‐1

Parcel ID 94 D E 033

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of the following: installation of basement entry doors; replacement in‐kind of wood 
porch elements; HVAC installation, with the condition that shrubbery or fencing be installed to screen the unit; the 
rear addition, with the condition that the addition be differentiated from the historic structure via a small offset, a 
change in siding, or other design tactic; porch stair installation, with the condition that the stairs receive a handrail 
and guardrail to meet codes. Revised design of the rear addition and the porch stairway to be reviewed and 
approved by staff.

Staff recommends denial of proposed fiber cement board replacement siding.

5.  The basement access hatch is small in size and will not detract from the historic integrity of the house. 

6.  Per 2018 IRC, if a stairway includes four or more steps, a handrail is necessary for safety. A guardrail is also 
required if stairs are located at 36" above the groundline. The south side of the porch is above 36" tall and would 
require a guardrail of at least 34" tall. The top of the guardrail could serve as the handrail and be between 34" and 
38" tall. An exact mirror of the north elevation stairway would create design challenges with the required guardrail 
being visibly taller than the original porch balustrade. 

7.  Replacement in‐kind of wood porch columns and any rotted sections of flooring is appropriate.

8.  There is not a precedent for approval of fiber cement board siding as a full replacement for existing siding on a 
historic house in the neighborhood.

Page 3 of 3 9/10/2019 3:23:41 PM9‐H‐19‐HZ



GILL AVE

THIRD AVE

N B
RO

AD
WA

Y
DEERY ST

IRW
IN 

ST

GR
AT

Z S
T

LUT
TR

ELL
 ST

MORGAN ST

LAMAR ST

LOVENIA AVE

ELE
AN

OR
 ST

N CENTRAL ST

FULTON PL

E FO
URTH AVE

BEARDEN PL

JEN
NINGS AVE

SUMPTER ST

4

10

6

8

15

1

7

8.01

2

3

96

1

4.01

7
8.01

6

9

7

20

7
14.01

1

3

6

7

7

8

8

1

4

87

9
25

12

96

3

9.01

6

8

2

9

5

1

1

12.01

9

4

4

4

5

17

6

9

3

4

14

28

4

2

5

5

2

16

1

19

34

3

12.01

16

10.01

35

6

11

5

12

4

33

15

11

35

23

13

11

14

8

13
13

24

10

20

18

26

4

13

27

21

12

22
14

10

5

34

17

10

16

14

13

15

2

18

23

11

9

1

18

11

16

29

4

16 17

6

5

12

19

10

15
17

26

3

11

17

21

24

18

20

32

28

15

27

17

26

22

30

27

19

31

16

6

29

5

21

18

18

13

14

7

26.03

10

19

17

20

16

15

12

19

15

6

14

33

30

22

14

11

24

9.02

9.01

32

9.04

32

9.05

9.06

12

9.03

16

24

15

10

21

1810

20

24

20

19

14

33

24

22

14

34 25

23

3

13

7.0120

13

15

23

12

35

16

14

5.01

14

19.01

8
13

21

10.01

19

5

28

15

16

26.02

23

25

10.02

22

13

5.01

18

14 2.01

19

20

17

19

13

5

18

31

13

7.01

36

12

27

1

29

24

28

2

4

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Original Print Date:
Knoxville/Knox County Planning -- Historic Zoning Commission

9/10/2019      

Petitioner:

±
0 250

Feet

Kate Tucker9-H-19-HZ

712 Gratz St. 37917
Fourth and Gill H-1



lcrockett
Text Box
094DE033









lcrockett
Text Box
HVAC Unit Installation



North side of house, photographer facing east

Proposed location of HVAC unit
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Rear (east) elevation, photographer facing south

Rear (east) elevation, photographer facing north
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Basement access hatch



South elevation, photographer facing east Proposed style of access doors
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Installation of steps on porch



Existing porch steps, left side Right side of porch to receive steps to match 



Porch to be 
reconstructed in-kind

Deteriorated porch 
elements



Existing aluminum siding Existing aluminum siding
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HardiePlank® Lap Siding Product Description

HardiePlank® lap siding is factory-primed fiber-cement lap siding available in a variety of styles and textures. Please 
see your local James Hardie® product dealer for product availability. HardiePlank lap siding comes in 12 ft. lengths. 
Nominal widths from 51/4 in to 12 in. create a range of exposures from 4 in to 103/4 in

HardiePlank lap siding is also available with ColorPlus® Technology as one of James Hardie’s prefinished products. 
ColorPlus® Technology is a factory applied, oven-baked finish available on a variety of James Hardie siding and trim 
products. See your local dealer for details and availability of products, colors, and accessories.

The HZ5® product line is right at home in climates with freezing temperatures, seasonal temperature variations, 
snow and ice. HZ5® boards are the result of our generational evolution of our time-tested products. We’ve evolved our 
substrate composition to be specifically designed to perform in conditions found in these climates. To ensure that its 
beauty matches its durability, we’ve engineered the surface for higher performance, giving it superior paint adhesion 
and moisture resistance. In addition, we’ve added a drip edge to the HardiePlank® HZ5® lap siding product to provide 
improved water management in conditions specific to HZ5® climates.

Sloped 
Edge

Nail Line

Drip Edge

Select Cedarmill© Smooth

Beaded Smooth Custom Colonial Roughsawn®

Beaded Cedarmill©

Custom Colonial Smooth®
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