
KNOXVILLE HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT ‐ CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION

FILE NO.: 9‐N‐17‐HZ1115 Kenyon St 37917PROPERTY ADDRESS:

DISTRICT: Old North Knoxville H‐1

MEETING DATE: 9/21/2017

Mitch Miller  (owner)APPLICANT:

Modern (1954; rebuilt in 1988)PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

One‐story frame

APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES:

Old North Knoxville Design Guidelines, adopted by the Knoxville City Council on November 25, 2004.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK:

Enclose the front wall of the remaining half of the carport facing Kenyon Street. Install a row of six windows, 
matching the three original windows already on the front of the house. The remaining wall will be covered in cedar 
shake siding matching the siding on top gable of the house with landscaping continued. A small footer will be 
poured to support the wall where the existing concrete slab doesn’t currently cover. A 19’x16' split‐faced block wall. 
Beginning 23 inches from the corner of the existing house, install six 22' x 54' custom‐made wood‐clad, double‐hung 
abutting windows 132 feet across the wall.  Wood trim will be added to mimic the style and color of the original 
windows existing on the front of house.

Remaining portions of wall will be covered with cedar shake siding to match the gable‐end of house.A 1x4 pressure‐
treated trimboard, painted to match, will be used as a transition to separate the existing wood siding from the 
cedar shake siding. Landscaping will be continued across the front of the block wall to screen the retaining wall. The 
remaining 5 feet of the carport opening will be enclosed and sheathed in matching T111.

LEVEL OF WORK: Level II. Construction of addition

1) Locate exterior additions at the rear of or on an inconspicuous side of a historic building, limiting the size and 
scale in relationship to the historic building, and using appropriate proportions.

2) Design new additions so that it is clear what is historic and what is new.

3) Consider the attached exterior addition both in terms of the new use and the appearance of other buildings in 
the historic district. Additions shall be distinguishable from the historic building, but shall be compatible in terms of 
mass, materials, size, texture, and scale. Additions shall be designed so they can be removed without destroying the 
form of the historic building.

4) New additions should not be visible from streets.

5) Before expanding the size of the historic building with a new addition, try reconfiguring interior space that does 
not define the historic character of the building in order to accommodate the new space needs.

6) Do not cause a loss of historic character through a new addition.
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KNOXVILLE HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT ‐ CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION

FILE NO.: 9‐N‐17‐HZ1115 Kenyon St 37917PROPERTY ADDRESS:

DISTRICT: Old North Knoxville H‐1

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of the proposal.

STAFF FINDINGS:

 1) The house is a noncontributing building with the Old North Knoxville Historic District due to its late age. 

2) The proposed addition is  to the side of the main house, but also fully visible from the front. However, the 
guidelines speak to locating additions to the rear only when the house is historically contributing. 

3) The addition is an enclosure of an existing carport, so the proportional characteristics are is not changing and 
there will be no enlargement of the footprint.

4) The materials will match those on the main house; thererfore,  the enclosure will not stand out as incompatible.

COMMENTS:
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COA Application 
1115 Kenyon Street 
Level 1 
Old North Knoxville Historic District 
 

This unique home has gone through many changes throughout its long 
history with the previous owner. While we appreciate its charm, we wanted 
to remedy not having any outdoor space on the property, as there was a 
small amount of landscaping surrounding the house. To give us more of a 
backyard, the back half of the 600-square feet carport was removed, this was 
unnoticeable from the street.  

The following proposed plans will enclose the front wall of the remaining half 
of the carport facing Kenyon Street. In keeping with the style of the house we 
will use 6 custom made double hung windows, complimenting the three 
original windows along the front of the house. The remaining wall will be 
covered in cedar shake siding matching the siding on top gable of the house 
with landscaping continued appropriately. These alterations will complete a 
more historically accurate covered porch and much needed storage area.  

 

 

 



 

Before any changes were made 

Plans: 

A small footer will be poured to support the wall where the existing concrete slab doesn’t 
currently cover.  

 

Footer to be poured here, no footer required where existing concrete is per City Plans & 
Inspections Department 

A 19’x16” split-faced block wall will be built along the bottom as the base for the front 
wall 



Existing retaining wall Example of block to be used from General Shale 



The wall (non-load bearing) will be built using 2x4’s 16" OC. The bottom seal plate will be 
treated wood and anchored to the block.  

Starting 23 inches from existing house, 6 22” x 54” custom made wood clad, double hung 
windows will be placed side-by-side spanning 132” across the wall. Wood trim added to 
mimic the style and color of the original windows also on the front of house.  

Original windows to be matched 

Example of windows to be placed in new wall, in custom size 







Remaining portions of wall will be covered with the same cedar shake siding as is on the 
gable end of house, painted to match. 

A 1x4” pressure treated trim board, painted to match, will be used as a transition to 
separate the existing wood siding from the cedar shake siding. 

Landscaping will be continued across front of that block wall disguising the retaining wall 
and enhancing the grounds of the home, finished with a tall tree in front of the 5 feet of 
wall covered for use as a storage room.  



Following sketch as an example of the final look 



Elevation Drawing of proposed front wall 



Current state of front ready for a wall and windows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Elevation drawing of the back showing a partial of the laundry room 

 



Current state of back showing the door to be used for the storage room 

 

Storage room door to be used 

 



View of Laundry room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low end of laundry 

room roof. 



Elevation drawing of the side wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



View of the side wall 

 

 

Overall view of the back 
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