
KNOXVILLE HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT - CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION

FILE NO.: 3-B-14-HZ602 S Gay St 27902PROPERTY ADDRESS:

DISTRICT: Individual H-1 Landmark

MEETING DATE: 3/20/2014

Tom Allen; Allen Sign Company  (contractor)APPLICANT:

Burwell Building (Knoxville Banking and Trust Company Bldg) (1907-08; 1928)PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

The Burwell Building and the Tennessee Theater form a building complex, with the construction date of the Burwell 

(1907-08) preceding the Tennessee Theater (1928) by approximately 20 years.  The burwell Building is a 

Renaissance Revival style ten-story plus mezzanine and basement office building.  The Burwell Building is organized 

into three main divisions exhibited on the north and west (front) facades.  The ground floor, mezzanine and second 

floor form a base with pilasters running from the ground floor to the mezzanine and a strong course that separates 

the mezzanine from the second floor and serves as an entablature.  A cornice divides the second floor from the 

third floor.  The third through the ninth floors form the middle portion and a terra cotta belt course separate the 

ninth from the tenth floor, with the tenth floor capping the building with a heavy cornice with massive dentils 

underlain with a second row of smaller dentils and supported by massive bracketed consoles, both singular and 

paired.  Rustication formed by alternating protruding and receding brick courses typifies the base portion of the 

building.  Terra cotta moldings form cornices, capitals, surrounds and decorative panels.  The middle portion of the 

building is smooth brick, with flat brick lintels formed by projecting brick courses over rectangular windows.

The Gay Street façade (west elevation) is organized into seven bays defined by single window openings of one light 

metal sash, of recent vintage.  The northern three bays were built in 1907-08 while the additional four bays were 

added in conjunction with the construction of the Tennessee Theater.  The addition matches the original in design, 

with the exception of a slightly wider brick panel at the point where the buildings join.  Three divisions and seven 

bays mark the Clinch Street (north) elevation. Single windows mark the first and seventh bays, which have slightly 

projecting pavilions.  The second through the sixth bays have paired windows with single light sash.  At the ground 

floor and mezzanine of both elevations are oversize windows with intricate wood frames with an elliptical arch at 

the top and a circular light and frame.  At the tenth floor, the cornice of the west elevation extends only one bay to 

the north, although it may have intended the width of the façade originally.  There has been an alteration of the 

brick at that level.

APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES:

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK:

Install new signboard with indirect gooseneck lighting above the front door/windows on the Gay Street side and 

wrapping the north corner of the building on Clinch Avenue. The sign will be made of a metal composite panel 

(acm) with painted one-inch flat-cut letters applied to surface and will comprise 110 square feet.

LEVEL OF WORK: Level I. Installation of signage

2. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site and its

environmental shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material

or distinctive architectural features should be avoided when possible.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends denial of the proposed sign board.

STAFF FINDINGS:

1. Neither of the façades is designed to accommodate a sign board.

2, Creating the appearance of a sign board on a building where one did not historically exist is inappropriate 

because it changes the appearance of the building and creates a false sense of history.

3. The cornice and pilasters of the façade exhibit panels of decorative moldings of floral, vine, and vase images, 

documented to be of terra cotta. These motifs are typical of the Art Nouveau style which was most prevalent 

between 1890 and 1910.

4. The Art Noveau moldings are a character-defining feature of both the north (Clinch Ave.) and front (Gay St) 

facades.

5. The proposed sign board will obscure some of the historic Art Noveau moldings.

6. It appears that the mounting mechanism will damage the historic masonry of the building.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy

historic materials that characterize the property.

REHABILITATON OF BUILDING EXTERIOR – Storefronts

Not Recommended

Using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that obscure, damage, or destroy remaining 

character-defining features of the historic building.

Recommended

 . . . the treatment of secondary design elements, such as awnings or signs, [should be] kept as simple as possible. 

For example, new signs should fit flush with the existing features of the façade, such as the fascia board or cornice.

COMMENTS:
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602 S. Gay St. - From south 

 

602 S. Gay St. - From southwest 



 

602 S. Gay St. - Banner close-up 

 

602 S. Gay St. - Behind banner on front 



 

602 S. Gay St. - From north 

 

602 S. Gay St. banner - North side 



 

602 S. Gay St. - Behind banner on north side 

 

602 S. Gay St. - From northeast 



 

602 S. Gay St. - From north 



 

602 S. Gay St. - Carved stone frieze 



 

602 S. Gay St. - Carved stone pilaster 

 



 

Regions Bank Building signage 
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